Renewal Group Homework

All In—Making Your Commitment Move Redemptively

Getting Started

1. What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s teaching did you find to most helpful, challenging, or troubling?  Explain.

2. The take away this week was, “When you believe the gospel you become the gospel.”  Take a moment to reflect upon the following questions for discussion in your group.

a. What is the gospel?  See Mark 1:14-15 for Jesus’ understanding of what constitutes the gospel.  If you have a New Living Translation Study Bible, read the article associated with this passage entitled “The Coming of God’s Kingdom.”

b. Read 2 Cor. 3:3 aloud in your group.  How does Paul’s observation that you are a “living letter from Christ” make you feel?  Further, how does it make you feel that you may be the only “gospel” some may ever read?

c. The Samaritan was obviously the “gospel” in the Jewish man’s life who was beaten and left for dead.  Think for just a moment about who has been the “gospel” in your life in difficult circumstances?  How did their actions redeem your life?

3. Redemption is about far more than simply our personal salvation.  Yes, God does redeem us from our sin and an eternity apart from Him through the saving work of Jesus Christ.  Equally, God redeems us to give us eternal life and a home in heaven.  Yet, as pointed out in 1 Peter 2:9, we are called to be “royal priests” in this world displaying, as stated in 1 Peter 1:15-18, the holiness of God’s redeemed people.  Read these passages and the associated article in the NLTSB entitled “The Holiness of God’s Redeemed People” and consider what it means to go “all in” as an agent of redemption in our world.  

Going All In

The Good Samaritan was an agent of God’s redemption through his touching the life of a man who, on any other occasion, would have crossed the street to avoid contact or communication with him.  Agents of redemption who proclaim the gospel through their lives do so by reaching out in ministry to all, even their despisers.  Brainstorm what ministry you could commit to that would touch the lives of others with as much impact as the Good Samaritan.  Be realistic.  Be open.  Be courageous enough to make a commitment to move redemptively regarding the ministry God brings to your mind.

